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Re: Proposed Revisions to Alaska Water Quality Standards: REVISED “RESIDUES” CRITERIA
If Interested in Initiating Government-to-Government Consultation with EPA, Please Notify EPA
by January 13, 2006

On November 4, 2005 , the State of Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
proposed revisions to the regulatory limits for “residues™ in Alaska’s Water Quality Standards (WQS) at
18 AAC 70.020(b)(8) and (20). Residues criteria establish limits on residues that will protect the
designated uses of waters, Enclosed is a copy of the proposed revisions to the criteria (Enclosure A).

According to DEC’s public notice, the proposed revisions “would repeal the narrative language in
the current criteria and replace it with criteria based on whether the residues are considered objectionable,
create a nuisance, or result in undesirable or nuisance species. The proposed change also includes factors
to be considered in making residue permitting and compliance decisions.” According to a Fact Sheet

such as seafood processors and log transfer facilities. DEC is accepting comments on the proposed
revisions through December 22, 2005. EPA encourages you to provide comments to DEC if you have an
interest in this proposed revision. Information related to the proposed revision, including how to provide
comments to DEC, is provided by DEC at Mp://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wqsar/trireview/residues.htm.




